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ON BOSPORAN COINS FOUND IN VOLHYNIA.
THE HISTORY OF A DOUBTFUL HOARD

OB OJJHOM HAXOJKE BOCIHOPCKHUX MOHET HA BOJIbIHMU.
HUCTOPUSA COMHUTEJBHOI'O KJIAJA

In 1981 A. Mikotajczyk published for the first time 16 Bosporan bronze coins,
described as having been found earlier, before 1939, at Iwanice, not far from Dubna in
Volhynia (Ukraine) [Mikotajczyk, 1981, s. 29, nr. 105]. The author listed the information
on the Iwanice find, along with a question mark, among coin hoards. Two years later
the coins, which are stored in the Archaeological and Ethnographical Museum in £6dz,
were described completely [Mielczarek, 1983, s. 23-25]. In this last work the coins from
Iwanice, are presented as an assemblage of single finds from the Iwanice region.

The coins described as “found in Iwanice” are three pieces of Panticapaecum (PL. [,1-3),
two ones of Phanagoria (PIL. 1,4,5), 10 coins of the Bosporan rulers — Cotys I (49-68)
-1 (PL L6), Cotys II (123-132) — 1 (P1. 1,7), Rhescuporis III (210-226) — 1 (PL. L,8),
Thothorses (285-308) — 6 (P1. 1,9,10), one unidentified coin (in a extremely bad state of
preservation) and one piece of Sinope in Paphlagonia (PIl. I,11). Coins are in bad state
of preservation.

The specimens listed above reached the £.6dz Museum in the 1960s. Almost at the same
time, two Late Roman bronze coins of Maximinus Daza (305-313), and Valentinianus I
(364-375) or Valentinianus II (375-392), noted as found at Iwanice [Mielczarek, 1982,
s. 34-35], were presented to the museum. The Roman pieces were never linked with the
Bosporan ones. In the holdings of £.6dZ Museum are also three Byzantine bronze coins
(one of Roman IV from the Chersonesian mint, and two 11™ century anonymous bronzes)
identified as “coming from Iwanice”.

According to the traditional version of the Archaeological and Ethnographical Museum
in L.6dz the coins from Iwanice were previously in a private collection formed by Aleksander
Czotowski (1865-1944) in Lvov. A. Czotowski was a historian with a serious interest in
archaeology [Kostrzewski, 1949, s. 73; Laszak, 2004, s. 79-94] and special attention to
numismatics (he was a member of the Lvov Numismatic Association [Zalozenie, 1925,
s. 28]), a librarian and archivist, he was director of the Historical Museum of the City of
Lvov, the City Library and of the Lvov City State Archive [Chwalewik, 1926, s. 372, 382,
399; Zielinski, 1946; Zima, 1992; Laszak, 2004]; he was also an organizer of the John III
Sobieski National Museum [Chwalewik, 1926, s. 405].

He was seriously interested in coins, and they were treated by him as historical evidence.
His collection consists of Polish coins and medals as well as ancient Greek and Roman coins,
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«mainly excavated in Poland» [Chwalewik, 1926, s. 423].! Among them there were Greek and
Roman coins discovered around Kolomya,? in the environs of Tysmyanitsa, and other places.

During the war (in 1941 or 1944) Czotowski’s collection (36 boxes: a list of their contents
was part of Czotowski’s last will [Zielinska, 1991, s. 42 n. 9; Laszak, 2004, s. 39 n. 100])
were stored in Tyniec, near Cracow. After Czotowski’s dead and after the war, his daughter
deposited his collection in the National Library. In the 1950’s the collection was dispersed
[Laszak, 2004, s. 39]. The ancient coins were inherited by J. M¢kicka [Strzatkowski, 1991,
s. 44 — data received by J. Strzalkowski directly from J. Mekicka], the wife of Rudolf
Mgkicki, a famous numismatist, and curator of the Historical Museum of the City of Lvov,
who had cooperated with A. Czotowski [Strzatkowski, 1991, 90; Laszak, 2004, s. 30, 31].
It was probably thanks to her generosity that the Bosporan coins «from Iwanice» were
deposited in £.6dz Museum.

Among the ancient coins collected by A. Czotowski, pride of place was taken by the
so-called «Holy Land Pilgrim’s hoard». It is necessary to give a history of this assemblage
in order to explain what is at present termed the «Iwanice find».?

Following several descriptions [see Janusz, 1918, s. 214, nr. 514], 45 coins in the hands
of A. Czotowski were a part of a big hoard discovered by a local priest in Cherneyov (not far
from Ivano-Frankovsk, Ukraine) in 1878. The coins were placed in a vase he had found in
a grave (?) (at the «side of human skeleton» [Janusz, 1918, s. 214, nr. 514]). A. Czotowski
bought only 45 pieces as the rest had been melted down. The hoard consists of Judean
(Alexander Janneus; Herod Agrippa), Seleucid (Antiochus II), Roman (Tiberius, Nero,
Constantine the Great, Valentinian), Byzantine and Arab pieces [Katalog, 1885, nr. 2002;
Janusz, 1918, s. 214, nr. 514]. Information on the find was repeated many times in catalogues
of Roman coin finds, among others in the basic work by S. Bolin, where it is listed as a
doubtful find [Bolin, 1926, S. 124 n. 2; bpaitueBcbkmii, 1959, c. 169, Ne 606; KpomnoTkuH,
1961, c. 77, Ne 943].

A similar assemblage as the «hoard from Cherneyov» was discovered at Knyazya Krinitsa
in the Cherkassy oblast (Ukraine). The «hoard» consists of Panticapacan, Phanagorian and
«other Bosporan» pieces, coins from Alexandria and Roman emissions [Putawski, 1903].
The find is also doubtful and is rather treated as a collection of coins found in the environs.*

"'In 1925 A. Czotowski has presented a lecture entitled «On excavations of Ancient coins in Polish lands»
[Referat, 1925, s. 54].

2 Katalog, 1885, nr 2002, 76—113; Przybystawski, 1906, s. 39; Janusz, 1918, s. 161-162, nr. 286; Majewski,
1949, s. 125, nr. 672; bpaitueBcekuii, 1959, c. 169, Ne 600-602; Kponotkun, 1961, c. 76, Ne 902. Some
Bosporan coins from Kolomya are stored in the Archeologiczal and Ethnographical Museum in £6dzZ, see
Mielczarek, 1983, s. 12—13, 25-27.

31t is very difficult to identify the place precisely, as a place called Iwanice does not appear in the list of
settlements of the Dubno. North of Dubno is a village Iwanie. But is not excluded that Iwanice is a local name
of another settlement.

4 Mielczarek, 1983, s. 11-12; Kponotkusn, 1961, 87, Ne 1199. See also so-called «coin hoard from Galitsya»
— Kubiak, 1978, s. 194, nr. 6 — Thracian, Olbian and Khersonesian pieces as well as Bosporan coins from the
4th c. BCto AD 4th c.
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In opposition to these two «hoards» described above, the assemblage from Iwanice is
more homogenous. It is very probable that the «hoard from Iwanice» is a group of coins
really found in Volhynia in the 19th or early 20th century and can be treated as interesting
evidence for the discussion on the distribution of Bosporan coins in Europe. This is
especially important in the case of the Panticapean pieces of 4th — 2nd centuries BC, as
coins of Theodosia of ca. 240-230 BC have been published as having been found among
coin finds from the Celtic settlement at Némcice nad Hanou in Moravia [Kolnikova,
2012, s. 58, nr. 955].
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Pesrome

B HyMu3MatudeckoM coOpaHWU JOA3ZWHCKOTO My3ess ApXeonorud W DTHOJIOTHH XPaHHUTCS
rpymnmna MoHeT (4exansl Ilantukanes, ®anaropuu, 6ocrnopckux mapeit 1 CHHOIBI), KoTopast ObuIa
OIHCaHA KaK «KJiaJ aHTUYHBIX MOHET U3 MecTHOCTH MBanuiie Ha Boabiauy. JIo 1939 1. 3TH MOHETHI
HaxOJIUJINCh B YACTHOW KOJUISKIIMH UCTOpHUKA, apxeosora, Hymusmara A. Yomosckoro (1865—-1944)
BT. JIbBOB. AHAJIN3 KCTOPUH KOJIJICKITUH TIPUBEIT aBTOPA CTAThH K MHEHHUIO, YTO «KJIaJ] 13 MECTHOCTH
HBaHu1e» — 3T0 €IMHUIHBIE HAXOAKH OOCTIOPCKUX MOHET M3 pa3HBIX MeCT BombIHu.

Kniouegvie crnosa: bocriop, MOHETHI, KJ1ajbl, cpeaHsst EBpona.

Summary

The numismatic collection of the L6dZ Museum of Archacology and Ethnology contains a
group of coins (coinage of Panticapacum, Phanagoria, Bosporus kings and Sinope), which has
been described as «a treasure of ancient coins from Iwanice area in Volhynia.» Before 1939, these
coins were in a private collection of the historian, archaeologist, and numismatist A. Cholovskiy
(1865-1944) in Lviv. The author analyzes the history of the collection and makes the conclusion
that «the treasure of the area Iwanice» represents sporadic finds of Bosporus coins from different
places of Volhynia.

Keywords: Bosporus, coins, treasures, Central Europe.
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Panticapacum

1.1 - MAE 0001, MAE 0004
1.2 - MAE 0007, MAE 0009
1.3 -MAE 0010, MAE 0012

Phanagoria
1.4 - MAE 0051, MAE 0052
1.5 — MAE 0054, MAE 0057
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Bosporan kings

Cotys I

1.6 - MAE 0014, MAE 0016
Cotys II

1.7-MAE 0018, MAE 0019
Rescuporis 111

1.8 - MAE 0020, MAE 0023

Thothorses
1.9 - MAE 0025, MAE 0028
1.10- MAE 0029, MAE 0033

Sinope
I.11 - MAE 0058, MAE 0061



